An Environmental Affair

Volume 21, Issue 1

The City of Los Angeles
Environmental Affairs
Department was
established in 1990 to
advise the city on
environmental issues
and provide a
centralized source of
environmental
information. The
Environmental Affairs
Department seeks to
protect and enhance
the environmental
quality of life for
residents, workers and
visitors in The City of
Los Angeles.
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Happy New Year
from EAD’s New General Manager!

On behalf of EAD, I would like to extend my warmest wishestoyou, our
friends in the environmental affairs community, and to thank you for
your supportive involvement in helping EAD to successfully reach its ten
year anniversary in 2000. Having served at EAD since its creation, | feel
honoredand privileged toassume its leadership at thismomentous point
intime.

On December 15th, the Los Angeles City Council passed a resolution
commending and congratulating EAD on its anniversary —for its
outstanding service to the Los Angeles community in “restoring habitats,
creating innovative environmental alternatives, assisting businesses and
revitalizing communities—all in the interest of protecting and enhancing
the environment in order tomake Los Angeles a better place for all of us
to live, work and play.”

EAD celebrated its anniversary with an Open House held at our office in
downtown Los Angeles on December 13. | was pleased to see many of
our friends, neighbors, and colleagues there to help us celebrate. The
event wasa great way to end the year, commemorate a decade of service,
and mark the beginning of a new era for the department. I look forward

to continuing towork with y ou in the new year!

With best wishes for theholidays,

teicd> B 246

General Manager
Environmental Affairs Department

Congratulations!

The staff at EAD would like to congratulate Dee on her
appointment by the Mayor and confirmation by the City
Council as General Manager of EAD!
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An Environmental Affair is produced
monthly by the EAD to inform
residents about environmental issues
and activities in Los Angeles. For
questions, or to update or cancel
your free subscription, call the
Environmental Information Center
Hotline at (213) 580-1052.
TDD (213) 977-7062. You can also
reach us by fax: (213) 580-1084,
e-mail: info@ead.ci.la.ca.us, or visit

our Web site at www.lacity.org/ead.
As a covered entity under Title 11 of

the Americans with Disabilities Act,
the City of Los Angeles does not
discriminate on the basis of disability
and upon request, will provide
reasonable accommodation t ensure
equal access to its programs, services
and activities.

Printed on recycled paper.

PLEASE POST

Make Some
Environmental New
Year’s Resolutions!

O0000

1. Conserve Energy! (Don't
leave every lightand
appliance on
simultaneously!)

2. Conserve Water! (Shorter
showers! Fix leaky faucets!
Water lawns
conservatively!)

3. Try those fluorescent light
bulbs!

4. Plant trees, shrubs, flowers,
gardens!

5. Donate things, don't throw
them away!

6. Pick up trash whenyousee
it and dispose of it properly
(every littlebit helps and
you seta greatexample!)

7. Recycle your Christmas tree
(See p. 4 for details.)!

8. Visitour beaches, parks,
trails, rivers...Great
Outdoors!

LA City Council Resolution on EAD
Adopted Friday December 15, 2000

WHEREAS, in 1990 the Los Angdes City Council esablished the City’s
Environmenta Affars Depatment, cregted the Environmerta Affairs
Commission to advisethe new dgpatment, and confirmed gopointment of
the depatment’ s fird-ever Generd Manager;

WHEREAS by creging the Environmenta Affairs Depatment, the City
Council formed adegatmert tha providesexpertisetotheCouncil, Mayar,
other City dgpatments, and the public on a wide range of environmenta
meattersto help ensure a susainable, clean and hedthful environmernt for al
peopleof Las Angeles;

WHEREAS the Environmenta Affairs Dgpatment has worked to make
Los Angeles a leader in the pratection and enhancemert of the urban
environmert by integrating and linking a clean and hedlthful environment
with the need to promate equity among al people and to ensure a grong
€conony;

WHEREAS in its 10year existence, the Enviroomenta Affairs
Depatment hasbrought morethan $15 million in grant fundsto the City for
environmenta programs such asthe El Segundo Dunes Restoréion projed,
the Quick Charge LA dedric vehicle chargng infrastructure program, and
the Brownfidlds Showcase Community program;

WHEREAS  the Environmenta Affairs Depatment hasprovided invauable
assigance to the City on environmentd issues that resulted from events
like the civil digurbance of 1992 and the Northridge earthquake of 1994;
has supported the City’s efforts to revitdize economicdly ad

The EAD resolution presented at City Council. From left to right, former EAD
General Manager Lillian Kawasaki, Environmental Affairs Commission
President David Michaelson, EAD General Manager Detrich B. Allen,
Councilmember Mark Ridley-Thomas.
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Resolution (continued from previouspage)—

planting of more than 10,000 shadeproducing and energy-savingtrees in the City, the purchase and gperaion
of more than 600 clean, pollution-reducing dternaive-fuel and eedric vehicles within the City’s fled, and in
the Loca Enforcement Agency conduding 6,000 ingoedions of landfills, transfer gaions wesgte vehicle collec-
tionyads, and ather permitted facilities since 1992;

WHEREAS the Environmenta Affairs Dgpatmert has effectively represented the City’s interests on a wide
range of poligy issues at theloca, regond, state and federd levels, including participatingin the Naiona En-
vironmental Jugtice Advisory Committee, the Children’s Health Pratection Advisory Committee, the Clean Cit-
ies Program, the Cities for Climate Pratedion Canpaign, the Los Angeles Urban Resources Partnership, and
theNationa Pollution Prevention Roundtable;

WHEREAS, the Environmentd Affairs Depatment has won numerous awads for its outsanding programs,
including the Governor's Award for Environmental and Economic Leadership, the South Coagt Air Qudlity
Management Didrict’s Clean Air Award, Renew America sNaiona Environmenta Achievement Award, and
the U.S. Environmenta Pratection Agency Outganding A chievement Award for Environmenta Pratedtion
Through Pollution Prevention.

Businesses Can Learn the ABC’s of Environmental Compliance

Isy our business overwhelmed with environmental requirements? With the help of the Environmental
Business Assistance website, published by the City of Los Angeles Environmental Affairs Department,
business owners can easily learn the ABC’s of environmental compliance: http://www.ladity.org/
EAD/eba/chartfrm htm, by following steps A, B, and C:

Step A includes use of a chart listing 13 basic and important questions business owners should ask
themselves if they keep hazardous substances on-site. Answers, permit information and agency links
are provided.

Step B goes further. It includesuse of a comprehensive listing of potential hazardous waste manage-
ment permits. A business can use the table provided as a checklist to identify permits or require-
ments that mightapply tothem. Then, at their own pace or asthe need arises, accessan easy -to+ead
companion guidance manual for further explanation.

Step C includesuse of an on-ine State directory. The directory narrows down permit requirements
and resources for a particular business type, located anywhere in California. In the winter of
2000/2001, an updated and similar directory, written specifically for businesses in the City of Los
Angeles, will come on-line. “The growing Environmental Business Assistance website reinfor ces the
City’s commitment to provide important information to the business community on environmental
issues, andto make information more accessible,” said EAD General Manager, Detrich B. Allen.

EAD RANKS AMONG TOP CITY AIDS WALKTEAMS

Congratulationsare definitely in order for the Environmental Affairs Department's 2000 AIDS Walk
Team, which ranked among the top City departmental teams. EAD's team had 21 registered walkers
that raised $2,067.50 for AIDS Project Los Angeles (APLA) and 16 other benefiting AIDS service or-
ganizationsas part of the City of Los Angeles' annual campaign for AIDS Walk Los Angeles. Among
the 38 City departments that participated in this year's campaign, Environmental Affairs was the

third largest team in regard to number of walkers, and eighth in the amount of money raised.
(Continued on p.7)
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

GRANTS WITHOUT A DEADLINE

California Community Foundation—Support for the rehabilitation, maintenance and beautification
of parks and recreation areas. Contact Sr. Program Secretary at (213) 413-4130, or visit the Web site at
www.calfund.org for more info.

California State Coastal Conservancy—Proposition 204 funding specifically allocated for LA River
Projects that focus on habitat restoration, construction of public access facilities and others. Projects
must show linkage to the coast. Call (510) 286-4169 for more info.

Clean Water State Revolving Fund—Loan program established by the Clean Water Act to local
agencies for water quality improvement projects. Call the EPA Water Division at (415) 744-1948 for
more info.

Economic Development Administration Grants—The US Department of Commerce Economic
Development Administration will give priority consideration to projects that help communities
achieve and sustain economic growth. Visit the Web site at www.doc.gov/eda for more info.

Energy Research Grants—The Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy is seeking
applicants for up to $6 million in grants to research renewable energy programs. Call the US
Department of Energy at (800) 683-0751 for more info.

Jobs Through Recycling—Recycling business development program that seeks to foster recycling/

reuse businesses that increase the use of recyclable or reusable materials and contribute to economic

development and jobs creation. Call Julia Wolfe with the EPA Waste Management Division at (415)
744-2131 for more info.

Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund—Provides
loans to ensure that drinking water remains safe and
affordable. Call EPA’s Drinking Water Office: (415) 744-
¥ 1 ==J 1852 for more information. =

Recyde Your Christmas Trees!

After the holiday festivities are over, remember to recycle your holiday greenery and in particular,
your Christmastree! It is illegal to leave Christmas trees on the street because they are a fire hazard,
but you can place them in your green recycle bins. Before placing trees in the bins, remove all
Ny decorations, tinsel, and stands. Please note, flocked trees cannaot be
recycled. Trees may protrude up to one foot above the bin top;
however, you may need to break them into smaller pieces in order to
make them fit. The City will also be hosting tree drop-offs on
December 30-31, 2000 and January 6-7, 2001. For drop-off locations
Hearest you and/or for more information about tree recycling, call:

1-800-5-TREE-56 ! >
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JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

EACH MONTH:

Down-by-the-River Walks
Friends of the Los
Angeles River and
the Sierra Club are
sponsoring monthly
walks along the
banks of the LA
River. Join them at 4:30pm. on the
third Sunday of each month for an
informal, leisurely, hour-long walk.
Location varies each month—some
walks feature brief talks highlighting
natural, historical, artistic, or political
aspects of the River. The walk is can-
celed if it rains. For more info., visit
the FOLAR website: www folar.org,
or call Joe Linton: (213) 381-3570.

Habitat Restoration Days
Help restore wildflowers, trees and
shrubs that were
once here 200 years
ago at the Madrona
Marsh  Preserve.
You are invited to
help in planting,
weeding and collecting and growing
seedsevery second Saturday of the
month. Morning maintenance is
done from 9am-noon every Tuesday

and Wednesday. Call (310) 32-
MARSH.
Hyperion WasteWater

Treatment Plant Tours
Free public tours of the facility

(located near EIl Segundo in Los An-
geles) are available Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday starting at 9 am.
Contact Felice Kidd: (310) 648-5363
for details or to schedule a tour.

Japanese Garden Tours
Docent-led tours of the Japanese

Gardens at the D.C. Tillman

Water Reclamation Plant in

Van Nuys are offered

during the day on Mon-

day through Thursday

and again on Saturday.

- are required. Call (818)
756-8166.

Afternoons in the Lab
Cabrillo Marine Aguarium'’s education

staff and volunteers are available every
Wednesday from 3-5 pm to answer
questions and involve students of all
ages in exploring local marine life in
the hands-on Discovery SEA Lab.
The lab, located at 3720 Stephen
White Drive in San Pedro, opens with
a different theme each week and
activities include: using microscopes,
examining specimens, creating art,
playing games, exploring coastal
habitat, and much more! The science
education afternoon is free. Groups
should make reservations. For more
info., call; (310) 548-7562.

Satwiwa Sundays

From 10am to 5pm at Rancho Sierra
Vista/ Satwiwa. Meet guest hosts,
watch demonstrations and share the
experiences of the Native American
LA Community. Call (805) 370-2301.

Smart Gardening
Workshops )
The Los Angeles Countywide Yard
Waste Program hosts Smart
Gardening workshops year-round
throughout the County. Topics
covered include backyard and worm
composting, grass recycling, and
water-wise gardening. For more
information, call (888) CLEAN-LA or
visit WWwWw .,
I 4 smartgardening.com.
5000 P 'smart Gardening”
by, and  Composting
workshops also are
held from March through November
at Griffith Park. Call the Bureau of
Sanitation: (213) 473-8228 for more
information.

Nature-Bird Walk

(Regular Fourth Weekend

monthl?r event)
Two walks will take place—one on

Saturday, and one on Sunday—both at
10 am. The walks will
meander through the
Madrona Marsh Preserwe,
starting at the Natural
History Center in
Torrance. Call (310)
32MARSH.

The EAD Web site, located at
www.lacity.org/EAD, contains
updated information on this
month’s events. To ensure your
event is included in our
monthly newsletter, submit
information to the editor by the
10th of each month prior to
publication. After the 10th,
events can be entered into our
Web site calendar only.

The EAD reserves the right
to edit all submittals and does
not necessarily endorse the
events listed. All events are
subject to change, so call listed
event contacts to verify
information.

Recyding Workshops

and Seminars

Many workshops and seminars are
regularly provided throughout the
year on source reduction, recycling
and composting. They have included
topics such as Buying Recycled,
Organics, Certified Buy Recycled
Training Seminars, and Sustainable
Construction. Please call the Bureau
of Sanitation: (213) 473-8228 for
information on upcoming events.

Tyke Hike

This hike is scheduled every first
Thursday of the month in the
Madrona Marsh Preserve and
involves looking for animal

tracks, listening for singing

birds, looking for ducks and

their babies, observing
habitat changes and
wildflowers blooming. A $5 donation
per family is requested for the
Natural History Center Education
Programs; reservations are
appreciated. For more info., call the
Friends of Madrona Marsh: (310)
32MARSH.
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THIS MONTH:
#ﬁ-‘- January 1
January 3

Discowery Lab

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, 3-5 pm.
A free sesson for all ages covering
issues of the local coagal
environment. Call (310) 548-7562,
ext. 5007 for more informaion. This
event will also take placeon January
10,17, 24, and 31.

January 6
Native Garden W ork day
Sience at the Seashore presated by
the Cabrillo Maine Aquarium from
9 am until 12 noon. See contad
informaion under 1/3 liging.

January 6
Zook apers: Bearly There
Bears in the wild might betaking a
long winter's ngp, but we can 4ill
learn about Zoo bears. Don't miss
thismorning filled with “ beary” fun

January 7
Weekend Tidepod W ak
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, 12:30
until 2 pm. See listing on 1/3, will
also be held on 1/20.

January 8
SEA Club (for grades K-2)
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, 3:30 un-
til 5:30 pm. See liging on 1/3. This
event will alsotake placeon January
15, 22, and 29.

January 9
What We Learn from the
Garbage of Andent People
7:30-10:30 pm & the Sepulveda
Garden Center in Encino. Hoged by
the California Naive Plant Socidy.
Call: (818) 881-3706

January 13

Plant Oak Treesin Ea-
gle Rok

Northeast Trees will be
hodingthis evat & Oc
cidental College from 9
am until noon. Meg on Fiji Hill be-
hind Keck Auditorium. Call (323)
221-1778, e-mail

info@northeasttreesorg or vist
www.northeadtrees.org.
January 18
Arroyo Seco W atershed Restor a-

tion Feasihility Study Stakehol ders
Meeting to be held from 10 am urtil
12 noon & the River Center (570 W.
Avenue 26, LA). For more informa
tion, call Northeast Trees a (323
441-8634.

January 20-21

Lunar New Year Celebration
Ringin the New Y ear of the Shake a
the LA Zoo with aweekend celebra
tion complete with kung-fu demon-
draions, lion dances, Asan folk
dancers and artisans, tade treas, and
fun for the whole family. Kids can
also make a snake araft to take home
10 am until 4 pm. Free with zoo ad-
misson. Call (323) 644-4211 to pre-
regiser.

January 31
Family NatureW alk
The Children’s Naure Inditute will
be hosting awalk at the Griffith Park
Bird Sanctuary & 10 am. Please call
(310) 364-3591 for reservaions and

—Continued from p.3—

The largest City team was the Library Department, which had 30 registered walkers. The City team
that raised the most money was the Fire Department, which raised $4,374.25. Considering the rela-
tively small size of EAD in comparison to most other departments, EAD's consistent effort on behalf
of APLA and otherswas remarkable and to be commended.

On a larger scale, the City of Los Angeles' combined team effort was outstanding again thisyear. The
City 'scombined grand total was $47,116, making the City of Los Angeles the third largest group fund-
raiser among the more than 800 corporate and community teams who participated this year, ex-
ceeded only by the teams from media industry giants Time Warner and Dreamworks Pictures (in that
order). The City is particularly pleased that it beat out the County of Los Angeles for third place and
once again regained its title as the '"Number One Governmental Team."

The City of Los Angeles' laudable effort helped to make the 16t Annual AIDS Walk Los Angeles con-
sistently one of the largest AIDS fundraising events held in Southern California. This year, nearly
27,000 walkers joined the City on October 15toraise $3.1 million for APLA and the 16 other benefici-
aries. The money raised will help to provide life-sustaining services for over 10,000 men, women,
and children livingwith HIV and AIDS, and strengthens their important education and advocacy pro-
grams. EADwoauld like to thank everyone who gave so generously to our campaign effort thisyear.
We couldn't consistently do sowell withoutyour continued support. We certainly hope we can count
onyouagain innextyear'scampaign, becauseaslong asthere'sa need, were goingto do our best.
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TEACHER’S CORNER

Coastal and Marine Resources for Educators

Save Our Seas is a marine curriculum of hands-on activities to help
students understand the effects of marine debris on coastal wildlife and———
habitats offered by the California Coastal Commission and the Center for Marine
Conservation. It is designed for K-12th grades, and can be used in conjunction
with a beach cleanup. Teacher trainings, school assemblies and classroom
speakers are also available in some areas. Call (800) COAST4U or send an e-

mail to: coast4u@caoastal.ca.gov for more information. Request Item - SOS. Save Our
Seas and other ideas are also available on the website: http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/aab/
educate.html.

The Marine Mammal Care Center at Fort McArthur hosts classroom groups for educational
tours, which may include standard lessons on seal and sea lion rehabilitation, or a variety of
customized programs offered by the Center for Marine Studies: student laboratory science lessons,
high schoal courses in Advanced Laboratory Science (11th and 12th grade), field study activities, Globe
or Ocean Globe training protocols, overnight residence programs in conjunction with Hostelling
International, South Bay Faculty or teacher—training in-service programs, and curricular support or
mentoring. For educational group tours, contact Jeanine Mauch: (310) 5479000 or via e-mail:
jmauch@Ilausd.k12.ca.us. For more information about the Center, call: (310) 548-5677. The Marine
Animal Rescue, Rehabilitation & Release Into the Natural Environment (MARSINE) also
provides information about the Centers’work: (310) 823-4352 and http://www.mar3ine.org.

The Cabrillo Marine Aquarium in San Pedro hosts programs for educators at weekend
workshops. Call: (310) 548-2052 or visit the website: http://www.cabrilloaqg.org.

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&%%%%%%&

Sgb Anniversary Open House

On Wednesday, December 13, EAD
hosted over 70 guests at an open house
to celebrate the department’s ten year
anniversary. We welcomed the show of
support from colleagues from other city
departments, former staff, contractors,
individuals from the private sector,

8&: nongovernmental organizations, special

interest groups, private citizens and
even some of our office building
neighbors!

il

The event culminated in the
presentation of an award to former
General Manager Lillian Kawasaki, the

welcom ing of EAD's new General Celebrating EAD’sten years are (from left to right) former EAD Gereral Manager
Manager Dee Allen, and a special [jjjan Kawasaki, Water and Natural Resources Division Director Melinda Bart-
preview of the City Council resolution. lett, Materials and Waste Resources Division Director, Wayre Tsuck, EAD Gen-

eral Marager Detrich B. Allen, and Air Quelity Division Director Gary Gero.

%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&%%&%&K
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HOTLINE
CONNECTION

The Environmental
Information Center (EIC)
serves as a referral source to
the community. Our hatline
connection offers a list of
the most frequently
requested numbers. If the
number you need is not
listed, please contact the
EIC at (213) 580-1052, or
toll-free in Los Angeles only
at (800) 439-4666. You can
also visit our Web site at
www.cityofla.org/ead and
click on the Environmental
Information Center Link.

AIRQUALITY

Calidad del aire

South Coag Air Quality Management
Didgrid

(800) 288-7664

ASBESTO S— Adedos
Environmental Hygiene
(213) 738-4078

BEEINFESTATIONS
Infestacionesde abejas
Vector Control

(800) 233-9279

BULKY ITEM PICK-UP
Recogida dearti culosgrandes
L.A. City Bureau of Sanitaion
(800) 773-2489

HAZARDOUS W ASTE DISPOSAL
Desembolso de ma eriales peligrosos
L.A. County Dept. of Public Works
(888) 253-2652

L.A. City Bureau of Sanitation

(800) 988-6942

ILLEGAL DUMPING INTO
STORM DRAINS
Depositosilegales en los drenajes de
desaglies

Sormwater Management

(800) 974-9794

L EAD POISONING —Veneno del
plomo

National Lead Informaion Center
(800) 424-5323

L EAF BLOW ERS — Sopladoresde
hojas

Leaf Blower Complaint Line

(800) 996-2489

MOSQUITOES

I nfestacionesde mosquitos
L.A. West Mogquito Abatement
(310) 915-7370

RECYCLING — Reciclaje
City of L.A. Public Works Dept.
(800) 773-2489




