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The City of Los Angeles
Environmental Affairs
Department was
established in 1990 to
advise the city on
environmental issues
and provide a
centralized source of
environmental
information. The
Environmental Affairs
Department seeks to
protect and enhance
the environmental
quality of life for
residents, workers and
visitors in the City of
Los Angeles.
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Councilmember Mark Ridley-Thomas Wins 2001
Clean Air Award

On October 17,2001,
Councilmember Mark
Ridley-Thomasreceived
aClean Air Awardfran
the South Coast Air
Quality Management
District (SCAQMD) for
“Leadership in Govern-
ment.”

Councilmember Ridley -
Thomas was recognized
for hisvision, hard
work, and success as
Chair of the Council’s
Environmental Quality
and Waste Management
Committee and, specifically, for histh oughtfulness and conviction in proposing
a Clean Fuels Policy for the City .

Councilmember Mark Ridley -Thamasreceiving a CleanAir Award.

In winning the award, Councilmember Ridley -Thomas said, “Thereis no deny -
ing theadverse public health effects of diesel emissions on air quality in the
South Coast basin. The City’s responsibility is to provide servicein anenviron-
mentally -respon sible manner, including the use of cleanvehiclesandclean fuels
for the City 's fleet.”

On May 31, 2000, the Council adopted the Clean Fuels Policy tosupportandim-
plement alternative fuel applications by supporting programsand regulations
that balance environmental benefitsagainst operational concerns such as safety,
efficiency, and cost-effectiveness. Themajor parts of the Clean Fuels Policy
commit the City Council to promote the use and purchase of vehicles which util-
ize clean fuels and/or electric propulsion and addresshealth and safety issues
and cumulative im pacts of conventional and alternativ e fuel technologies on all
neighborhoods, particularly low-incane communities of color.

In her namination of Councilmember Ridley -Thomas, EA D General Manager,

Detrich B. Allen said, “Because ofhiswell-recognized efforts on behalf of our en -
vironment, Mark Ridley -Thamas is well poised tolead the charge for the next

(Continued on page 7)
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An Environmental Affair is produced
monthly by the EAD to inform
residents aboutenvironmental issues
and activities in Los Angeles. For
questions, or to update or cancel your
free subscription, call the
Environmental Information Center
Hotline at (213) 978-0888, send an e-
mail to: info@mailbox.lacity.org, or
visit our website at www.lacity.org/
ead.

TDD (213) 9780899. You can also
reach us by fax at (213) 978-0893. As a
covered entity under Title 1l of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the
City of Los Angeles does not
discriminate on the basis of disability
and upon request, will provide
reasonable accommodation t ensure
equal access o its programs, services
and activities.

Printed on recycled paper.

EAD’s Air Division
Welcomes New Arrival

The Air Quality Division welcomes
Andrew Cvitanovich asa Student
Professional
Worker. Andrew is
a senior inthe pub-
lic policy program
at Panona College. Welcome!
Welcome Andrew!
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“Voices for Healthy Environments, Healthy
Communities and Healthy Jobs”
A Town Hall Meeting

Join more than 20 community -based groups and their members
working on environmental health and justice issues in Southern
California ata Town Hall Meeting in December. The eventwill be a
chance for community groupsand concerned citizens fram the L.A.
area to meet anddiscuss environmental issuesthat affect their
health. Therewill becommunity group presentations with an open
microphone for a chanceto discuss research needs andissueswith
scientists, regulators, health officials and legislators. Worksh op
topics willinclude environmental justice and health disparities,
children’shealth, air pollution, school siting, asthma, and public
participation in environmental health decisions.

Theeventwill be held on Friday, December7,
2001 from 1-7 pm and Saturday, December 8,
2001, all day. Thelocation of themeeting is at
the First Church of God at 9550 Crenshaw Blvd
in the city of Inglewood.

) L

The event is Co-sponsored by the National Itute
Environmental Health Sciences, Southern California Environmental
Health Sciences Center (USC and UCLA), UCLA-Labor Occupational
Safety and Health Program, and more than 20 organizations in
Southern California who are “community partners” in organizing the
event.

Registration is required. For more information, visit http:/Avww.
losh.ucla.edu. Toregister, contact Quintin Robinson (UCLA-LOSH)
at323-497 5964 or email Scehsc@usc.edu.

¢Preguntas en Espaiid? Llame a Mirna Troncoso (USC) 323-442-2745.

“Environmentality Begins With Me”

TheWalt Disney Com pany along with the State of California’s Environmental
Education Interagency Network (CCEIN) havecreateda great opportunity for
teacherstouse theenvironmentasan integrating tool to motiv ate the interest of
their students. The“Jiminy Cricket’s Environmentality Challenge” program aims
tohelp5tgradeclasses work to develop and submit environmental projects. This
program not only has allowed studentsto becane more inclined toward the
environment, butit hasalso proved itselfto be an educational booster as previous
participating classes have demonstrated significant im provement on their test
scores. Todate, this educational program hastouched well over 345,000 students

across California.

Thedeadline for new classes to register is November 16, 2001, with class projects i
due thefollowing March. Teachers whoVve previously enrolled need n ot sign-up again.
more info, please call (800) 290-0299, orvisit http://oehha.ca.gov /ceein /jim /index.htm.
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There’s Nothing Delicious About Eating Tainted Fish

For nearly 30years, Dichor oDipheny ITrichlor oethane (DDT) has been banned in the
. United Statesdue toits ability to cause severeimpactsto both the environmentand hu-
man health. Recent fish catches fran the waters off PalosVerdes ,wherethereare large
pesticide deposits, have shown fish contam inated with high amounts of pesticides such as
" DDT and PCB.

The Palos Verdes shelf in Santa Monica Bay and San Pedro contains approximately 100 tons of DDT
spreadacross17 squaremiles; a result of the Montrose Chemical Corporation manufacturing DDT in Los
Angeles and discharging about1,800 tons of the chemical into the county sewers from 1947 t01971, until
DDT was finally banned in 1972.

DDT anda few other banned pesticides are believed tocause cancer in humans who consume contami-
nated fish and to disrupt the hormones of marineanimals. DDT is hazardous because of itsbioaccumula-
tion properties that increase its potential to cause severe health issues. In order to prevent further con-
taminated fish consumption, the EPA hasallocated $7 .8 million in funds for an educational cam paign to
inform Southern California residents of the dangers.

Theprogram will be targeted to educate canmercial and sports fisherman, restaurants, and consumers
over alOyear period. Theprogram aimstomonitor white cr caker and other locally caught speciesto de-
terminewhether contaminated fish still are entering the marketplace. If results suggesta concern for
safety, the California Department of Fish and Game will increase enforcement to prevent white croaker
caughtin Los Angelesand Long Beach waters from entering the market. The EPA’s education program is
an interim step asthe agency studies and evaluates other programsin search ofa long-term solution to
prevent further spread of contaminated fish.

For more information relating to sport fishing and fish contam ination, the Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment’s website, http:www.oehha.ca.gov /fish /general/99fish.htm |, also provides
generaladvice andinformation on fish preparations, consum ption, and catch.

AmericaRecycles Day

f«i@ The5th annual celebration of America Recycles Day is justaroundthecorner. Events
will be held throughout the nation by citiesand counties to prom ote recy cling and

. waste reduction programsaswell asto highlight the beneficial contributionsthat

recy cling and resource conservation make toboth the economy and the environment.

your eagerness torecy cle in y our community with creative recycling events such asw orking with local
schools and artists to hold an “Art from Scrap’ contest, providing recognition to local businesses iny our

community thatmake a gallant effort toreduce waste, and pramating recy cled-content products during
the period of November 1047, 2001.

The California Steering Commiittee urges ev ery one to participate by demonstrating

Thisnoble eventbegan in1997 and hascontinually grown eachyear after. Lastyear’sAmerica Recycles
Day wasa superb success, as all 50 states joined in to celebrate with 3.3 million participantsinvolv ed.
Thereis little doubt that thisyear’s event will be as spectacular, sotakeaction andjoin in on the fun.

If you are interested in planning a recycling collection and promotion event during California Recycles
Week, contact Gene Harm at the Department of Conservation (916) 3231886 or visit http:/Avww.
AmericaRecy clesDay.org.
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$$% FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES $%$%
(See the EAD website for other current grant opportunities.)

Pulling T ogether Initiative

Provides a means for federal agenciesto be full partners with state andlocal agencies,
private landowners, and other interested partiesin developing long-term weed
management pr ojects within the scope of an integrated pest management strategy . Full
Proposal Due Date: November 6, 2001, Notification Date: Aprill,2002. Contact: Gary
Kania, kania@nfwf.org, and visit: www.nfwf.org/programs/rfp_2002.html.

Brownfields Cleanup

The BrownfieldsCleanup Revolving Loan Fund Pilots Program is accepting applications framn states,
political subdivisions of states and Indian Tribes. Deadlineis November 15, 2001. For more info, contact
Barbara Bassuener at (202)260-8619 or Jennifer Wilbur at (202)260-6454.

Environmental Education

The Environmental Education Grants Program is offering funds to local educational agencies, state
educational or environmental agencies, institutions of higher education and nonprofit organizations. The
deadline for applications is November 15, 2001. For moreinfo on small grantscontact EPA Regional
Officesat (800) 808-8058, or for large grantscontact Sheri Jojokian (202) 260-8619.

LEAF-It-To-Us Tree Planting Grant

A tree planting grant program established by the California Dept. of Forestry and Fire Protection for school
kids toimprovetheir school environments. Grant applicableto schools only. Deadline for applications is
November 15, 2001. Callthe CA Dept. of Forestry and Fire Protection at (909)782-4140.

2002-03 Environmental Enhancement & Mitigation Program (EEMP) Grant

State Program offering $10 million to local, State, and federal government agenciesand nonprofit
organizations for projects to mitigate environmental impacts for the 2002-03 period. Applicationsare due
by November 16, 2001. For more info, visit http://resources.ca.gos/eem/ or call (916) 653-5656.

Wetland Protection Development Grant

State/Tribal/Local Government Wetlands Protection Development Grant Program isnow available for
state, local andtribal governments in EPA Region 6 to apply for funding. Theapplication deadline is
November 30, 2001. For moreinformation, contact Sondra McDonald at (214) 665-7187 or email at
Mcdonald.sondra@epa.gov .

Wetlands Conservation Grants

The North American Wetlands Con servation Act Small Grants Program isaccepting grant applications
from state and local governments, public agencies, institutes for higher education, and non pr ofit
organizations. The deadlineis November 30, 2001. For more details contact Keith Morehouse at (7 03)
3581784.

2002 Earth Day Program Grants

The California State Parks Foundation is offering grants to State Parks, community parks, schools and
nonpr ofit organizations for support of environmental restoration or cleanup projects that enhance public
open spaces. Grantsup to $2,000 will be awarded to projectsthat utilize collective work by community
volunteers such as canmunity garden plantings. The deadline is December 3,2001. For more
information, call 1-888-98-PARKS or (415) 258-9975, or email to earthday @calparks.org.

(Continued on page 7)
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

EACH MONTH:

Down-by-the-River Walks
Friends of the Los
Angeles River and
the Sierra Club
are sponsoring
monthly walks
along the banks of
the LA River. Join them at4:30
pm. on thethird Sunday of each
month for an informal, leisurely,
hour-ong walk. Thewalkis can-
celed ifit rains. Formore info.,
visit the FoLA Rwebsite: www.
folar.org, or call Joe Linton:
(213) 381-3570.

Japanese Garden Tours
Docent-ledtours ofthe Japanese
Gardens at the D.C. Tillman Wa-
ter Reclamation Plantin Van
Nuy s are offered during the day
on Monday through Thursday
andagain on Saturday . Reserva-
tionsarerequired. For more info
call (818) 756-8166.

Hy perion Wastewater
Treatment Plant Tours
Free public tours ofthe facility
(located near El Segundoin Los
Angeles) are available Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday start-
ingat9 a.m. Contact Felice Kidd:
(310) 6485363 for details or to
scheduleatour.

Habitat Restoration Days
Helprestorewildflowers, trees
and shrubs that were once here
200yearsagoat the Madrona
Marsh Preserve.
You areinvited
e tohelpin plant-
ing, weeding and
S > collecting and
W growing seeds
every secont Saturday of the
month. Morning maintenanceis
done fran 9 am-noon ev ery
Tuesday and Wednesday . Call
(310) 32-MARSH.

Afternoonsinthe Lab
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium’s
education staff andvolunteersare
available every Wednesday from
35 pm toanswer questionsand
involv e students of all ages in
exploring local marinelife in the
hands-on Discovery SEA Lab.
Activities cover awide range of
scientific fun. The lab, located at
3720 Stephen White Drivein San
Pedr o, opens with a different
theme each week. The science
education afternoonis free.
Groupsshould make
reservations. For moreinfo,

call: (310)548-7562.

Satwiwa Sundays
From10am to5 pm at Rancho
Sierra Vista/Satwiwa. Meet guest
hosts, watch demonstrations and
sharethe experiences ofthe
Native American LA Community .
Call (805) 370-230L1 for info.

Smart Gardening
Workshops
The LosAngeles
Countywide Yard
Waste Program
hostsSmart
Gardening worksh opsyear-+ound
throughout the County. Topics
covered include backyard and
worm com posting, grass

recy cling, and water-wise
gardening. For more information,
call (888) CLEAN-LA or visit
www.smartgardening.can.
"Smart Gardening"and

Com posting workshops also are
held at Griffith Park. Call the
Bureau of Sanitation: (213) 473-
8228 formore information.

Nature-Bird Walk
Twowalks will take place—one on
Saturday, and one on Sunday —
both at 10 am. The
walkswill meander
through the Madrona
Marsh Preserve,
starting at the Natural
History Center in
Torrance. Call

(310) 32MARSH.

The EAD website, located at
www.lacity.org/EAD, contains
updated information on this
month’s events. To ersure your
event is included in our monthly
newsletter, submit information to
the editor by the 10th of each
month prior to publication. After
the 10th, events can be entered
into our website calendar only.
The EAD reserves the right to
edit all submittals and does not
necessarily endorse the events
listed. Allevents are subject to
change, so call listed event contacts
to verify information.

Recycling Workshops
Many workshops and seminars
are regularly provided
throughout the year on source
reduction, recycling and
composting. For info, please call
the Bureau of Sanitation at

(213) 4738228

Ty ke Hike

This hike is scheduled every first
Thursday of themonth in the
Madrona Marsh Preserveand
involves looking for animal
tracks, listening for singing
birds, observing habitat changes
and wildflower cycles. A $5
donation per family is
requested for the
Natural History Center
Education Programs;
reservations
appreciated. Call
Friends of Madrona Marsh at
(310) 32MARSH.

Baldwin Hills Hikes

These are held by the LA
Audubon Society on the 3rd
Saturday of each month at
Kenneth Hahn State Recreation
Area. For details, see the LA
Audubon Society website: www.
LAAudubon.org or call:

(323) 876 -0202.
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THIS MONTH:

November 3
Science at the
Seashore
Learn aboutmarine
plants and animals
asyou join the
education staff andvolunteersin
maintaining the Cabrillo Native
Garden. Registration isnot
required, however groups are
askedtocallahead. Theevent
will run from 9 am —12 pm. For
more information, call (310)
548-7562 or visit http://Avww.
cabrilloag.org.

November 4
L.A. Zoo Photo Day
Adult photographers of all skill
levels rejoice! Thel2-annual Los
Angeles Zoo Photo Day is just
aroundthecorner. Theday of
events isfilled with special
sessions and exciting
ph otographic opportunities not
accessible tothe general public.
Top camera manufacturerswill
be on handtoanswer questions
and lend their expertise.
Telephoto stations will be setup
in front of fav orite zoo exhibits,
allowing the opportunity to take
pr ofessional-quality animal
portraits. There
isan $80 fee for
Greater L.A. Zoo
Association
mem bers ($85 for
non -mem bers)
thatincludes brea
Photo Day T-shirt,anda full day
of activities. Reservationsare
required. For more info, visit
http://vww.lazoo.org or contact
the Zoo's reservation office at
(323)644-4211.

Ballona Fest 2001
The Friends ofthe Ballona
Wetlands are having their annual

festivalfrom 11am —4 pm in the
city of Playa del Rey at 303
Culver Bivd. The festival
celebrates therestoration ofthe
Ballona Wetlandsand will
include music, fun,
environmental
exhibits thatwill
surely provide an
educational
experience The
eventisfree andis
opentoall. For more |nfo caII
(310)574-0700 or visit http://
www .ballona-wetlands.org.

November 7
L.A. Zoo Travel Night
Comejoin others and participate
in an orientation taking placein
the Grand Room of the Andrew
Norman Education Building to
hear information on all of L.A.
Zoo'strips for thisyear. Speak
with trip leaders, see slide shows,
andenjoy refreshmentsat this
free event. Orientation beginsat
7 pm. For reservations, call
JeanneKing at (323) 644-4792
or visit http:/Avww.lazoo.org.

Science at the Seashore
Take partin activitiesconcerning
thelocal coastal environment at
the free Discovery Labat the
Cabrillo Marine
Aquarium from 3-
5 pm. Explore
marine specimens
and participate in
variousweekly
activities. Other sc s
datesare November 14, 21, 28
from 35 pm.For more info, visit
http://www .cabrilloag.org or call
(310)548-7562.

November 8-10
Restoring the Beach—
Science, Policy, & Funding
The California Shore and Beach
Preservation Association

(CSBPA) and California Coastal
Coaalition (CalCoast) Joint
Conference held in San Diegoisa
diverse collection of information
relating tomarine habitat. The 3-
day event will feature numerous
speeches relating torestoration,
sedimentation, environmental
monitoring programs, andmuch
more. Mealsare includedas well
asamarine orientation field trip.
Thereisafee of $40 plus
additional registration fees. For
moreinfoabout becaming a
conference sponsor or exhibitor,
contact CalCoast at (760) 944 -
3564, email steveaceti@calcoast.
org, orvisit http://Awww.calcoast.
org/events/conf2001 /conf200L.
htm.

November 10
Family Nature Walks 2001
Feel and observethebeauty of
naturewith The Children’s
Nature Institute’s Family Nature
Walk held at
Griffith Park Bird
Sanctuary at
10am. Giveyour
baby, toddler or
young childthegif K
trainedvolunteer leaderswho
make thetailscomealive foryou
andyour children. Plenty of
walksare scheduled throughout
November andat other site
locations. For info, call (310)
364-3591 or visit http:/Avww.
ChildrensNaturelnstitute.org.

November 11
Turtles and Tortoises
Learn about the Gabrielino
Indians who inhabited the South
Bay, wherethe Madrona Marsh
Preserveislocated, as a speaker
from the Southwest Museum
discussesvariousaspectsabout
nativeculture. Other activities
include observing plantsused by
the Indians in their daily life. The
event will take place from 2-4 pm.
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Thereisafee of $L0 per family or
$5 per person. To make
reservations, call (310) 618-2720.
For more info, call the Nature
Center at (310)782-3989 or The
Friends of Madrona Marsh at
(310) 32MARSH.

November 14
New Bird Walk
View the beginning fall migrates
feeding on massive fields of
sunflowers with the native
resident birds. Join the special
grouptour or choose to walk
anywhere on the preserveat any
timeby yourself to
view the 103
species of spring
migrates. This
walkwill captivate
bird loversandwill = #
be a birdwalk unlike any ourer.
For more info, call the Friends of
Madrona Marsh at (310)
32MARSH.

(916) 323-1886

November 15

A Visual Display

Janice Dahl's“The Lost Jewel of
the Coast: LosCerritos Wetlands”
will be presented at the Whittier
Area Audubon Society’smonthly
meeting in the Whittier

Community Center. Janice Dahl,
member ofthe El Dorado
Audubon, will be presenting her
originalwork demonstrating how
the efforts of one per son can be
effective. Themeeting will begin
at7:30pm andis opentothe
public. For moreinfo, contact
Jean Beaton, Program chair at
(562) 869-6545 orvisit http://
www whittieraudubon.org.

America Recycles Day
Take partin America Recy cles
Day from theweek of November
1047,2001. Jaoin inthe
celebration as cities and counties
throughout the nation celebrate
recy cling and waste reduction.
For more info, visit http:/Avww.
AmericaRecy clesDay.org or call

November 16
L.A. Zoo Career Night
Meet animal keepers, educators,
curators, andv eterinary staff, and
discoverwhat pathsthey took to
break intotheir chosen fields at
L.A. Zoo’s Career Night. This
eventisfor all who havethought
aboutworking with animals or in
a zoo setting. Ask andlisten to
information about this exciting
field. Thereisa $10 fee for

mem bers; $15 for non-members; |
$5 for parent/chaperone. For
moreinfo, visit http:/Avww.
lazoo.org or call (323) 644-4211.

November 19
Science at the Seashore
Join Cabrillo Marine Aguarium’s
educational staff for a series of
after school hands-on marine
science adventureswhereyou’ll
be allowed to observe
andexamine rocky
shore animals
during a hike along
tidepools; delve
into thewonder s of
mud at the salt
marshes, get up close with
microscopes, and take partin fish
dissections. Sessions are open for
grades K-2 andwill run each
Monday until December10; with
acost of $28 for the general
public and $25 formembers. For
more info, visit http://Avww.
cabrilloaqg.org or call (310) 548-
7562.

November 22
Thanksgiving
Enjoy awonderful
thanksgiving meal
andhavea happy
holiday !

(Funding Opportunities continued from page 4)

Whale Tail Grants Program

Funds educational projects to support and teach
California’s children and the general public to value
andtakeresponsibility for the health ofthe State’s
marineand coastal resources. Grant funds will be
made availablein the spring of2002. Applicants
must non-profit organization or govt. entity. For
more info, visit http:/Avww.coastal.ca.gov or call
(800) 262 -7 848.

California State Coastal Conservancy
Proposition 204 funding specifically allocated for LA
River Projects that focu s on habitat restoration and
construction of public access facilities. Projectsmust
show linkage to the coast. Call (510) 286-4169 for
more information.

(Clean Air Award continued from page 1)

generation of environmental initiatives.” Incon-
ferring theaward, the SCAQMD noted that, al-
though Councilman Ridley -Thomas representsthe
Eighth Council District ofthe City of Los Angeles,
“theclean air policieshe promotes have had a
positive impact on the entire South Coast Air Basin.”

Through theawards, SCAQMD recognizes indi-
vidualsand organizations that havemade out-
standing contributionsto improvedair quality in
the South Coast in the pastyear. SCAQMD hon-
ored thewinnersat its annual Clean Air Awards
luncheon at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel in
downtown Los Angeles, with Master of Ceremo-
nies, FritzColeman. Morethan 300 people gath-
ered tocelebrate thewinners'achievements.




HOTLINE
CONNECTION

The Environmental
Information Center (EIC)
serves as a referral source to
the community. Our hotline
connection offers a list of
the most frequently
requested numbers. If the
number you need is not
listed, please contact the
EIC at (213) 978-0888, or
toll-free in Los Angeles only
at (800) 439-4666. You can
also visit our website at
www.lacity.org/ead and click
on the Environmental

Air Quality

Calidad del aire

South Coast Air Quality Manage-
ment District

(800) 288-7664

Asbestos

Asbestos

Environmental Hy giene
(213)738-4078

Bee Infestations
Infestacidnes de abejas
Vector Control

(800) 2339279

Bulky Item Pick-up
Recogida de articulos grandes
L.A. City Bureau of Sanitation
(800)773-2489

Hazardous Waste Disposal
Desembolso de materiales peligrosos
L.A. County Dept. of Public Works
(888) 253-2652

L.A. City Bureau of Sanitation
(800) 9886942

Illegal Storm Drain Dumping
Depositos en los drenajes de desagies
Stormwater Management

(800) 9749794

Lead Poisoning

Veneno delplomo

National Lead Information Center
(800)4245323

Leaf Blowers

Sopladores de hojas

Leaf Blower Canplaint Line
(800) 996-2489

Mosquitoes

Infestaciénes de mosquitos

L.A. West Mosquito Abatement
(310) 9157370

Recycling

Reciclaje

City of L.A. Public Works Dept.
(800)773-2489

Smoking Violations
Infracciénes de fumar
Office of the City Attorney
(888) 3330730

Information Cantar
HHOHAHEHO - Hted

The City of Los Angeles

Environmental Affairs Department
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 2005

Los Angeles, CA90012
Mail Stop 177
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