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An Environmental Affair 

 
City Wins Award from the 2003 State Energy Program 

 
The Environmental Affairs Department, in 
partnership with the Bureau of Sanitation and 
General Services Department, is pleased to 
announce that the City of Los Angeles has won 
an award of $150,000 from the United States 
Department of Energy through the 2003 State 
Energy Program.  The City of Los Angeles 
South Los Angeles Refuse Collection Yard 
Natural Gas Infrastructure Project, located at 
786 S. Mission Road, was selected to increase 
the availability of liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
and compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling fa-
cilities in the City. 
 
The City is committed to increasing the number of alternative-fuel vehicles in 
its fleet to help improve air quality in the Los Angeles region.  Once built, the 
project is estimated to displace over 350,000 gallons of diesel fuel per year 
for the 100 heavy-duty refuse collection trucks serving the local area.  The 
new alternative-fuel vehicles emit approximately half the amount of pollution 
as the equivalent diesel-fueled vehicles, which would mean a reduction of 
approximately 8.6 tons of pollution on an annual basis.  The facility is ex-
pected to fuel 100 dual-fuel Bureau of Sanitation trucks per day.  As other 
City departments add to their alternative-fuel fleets, the facility also will be 
available to them.  It is anticipated that the facility will be completed in May 
2005.  

The City of Los Angeles 
Environmental Affairs 

Department was 
established in 1990 to 

advise the city on 
environmental issues 

and provide a 
centralized source of 

environmental 
information. The 

Environmental Affairs 
Department seeks to 
protect and enhance 
the environmental 
quality of life for 

residents, workers and 
visitors in the City of 

Los Angeles. 

Recycle Your Christmas Tree 
                                       Recicle Su Arbol 
 
Please recycle your tree by cutting and placing it in your green yard 
trimmings container.  If you are unable to use your green container, 
you may also recycle your tree by bringing it to one of the drop-off 
sites.  Before recycling your tree, please remove all ornaments, 
decorations, tinsel and stand. 

(Recycle...Continued on page 2) 
En Español  En Español  - Por favor recicle su árbol de Navidad con cortandolo y poniendolo en 
el bote verde. Si por alguna razón no puede ponerlo en su bote verde, tambien puede 
llevandolo alguno de los sitios de reciclamiento.  Antes de reciclar su árbol, favor de 
quitarle todas las decoraciones y el estante. Los árboles dejados en las banquetas y 
callejones no serán recogidos. El Código Municipal 57.21.06 prohibe que se tiren 
árboles en las calles debido o en las banquetas al peligro de incendio.  

(Recicle...Continuó pagina 2) 

One of the City’s new LNG 
fueled refuse collection trucks 



A Worldwide Approach 
The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) 
 
Environmental problems do not respect political boundaries, they im-
pact every citizen of the world.  This is why the 
United States partners with the United Nations 
Environmental Program (UNEP) on many impor-
tant programs.  UNEP was established in 1972 
to assess global environmental problems, 
strengthen existing institutions that protect the 
environment, and to facilitate the exchange of 
information on sustainable development.  In 
September 2000, the United Nations adopted 
its millennium development goals that guide its 
activities for the next fifteen years: one of 
those eight goals is ensuring environmental sustainability, worldwide.  
 
Environmental sustainability, the idea of using only as many re-
sources as can be replaced and generating as much waste as can be 
naturally absorbed by the earth, is a priority for United Nations Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan.  Annan visited Los Angeles City Hall on 
December 3, 2003 to meet with City leaders and to give comments 
regarding a better world for our children at the City Council meeting.  

He noted, “While today’s major challenges are global, the impact is often felt most directly at the local 
level.”   He went on to explain, “cities demonstrate that what draws human beings together is far 
more important than what separates them.” 
 
UNEP helps cities worldwide with ways to grow food with fewer chemicals and water and still yield 

(UNEP...Continued on page 3) 
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            An Environmental Affair is 
produced monthly by the EAD to 

inform residents about 
environmental issues and activities 
in Los Angeles.  For questions, or 

to update or cancel your free 
subscription, call the 

Environmental Information Center 
Hotline at (213) 978-0888, send an 
e-mail to: eadinfo@mailbox.lacity.

org, or visit our website  at  
http://www.lacity.org/ead.  

TDD (213) 978-0899.  You can also 
reach us by fax at (213) 978-0893. 
As a covered entity under Title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

the City of Los Angeles does not 
discriminate on the basis of 

disability and upon request, will 
provide reasonable accommodation 

to ensure equal access to its 
programs, services and activities.  

 
Printed on recycled paper. 

PLEASE POST 

(Recycle...Continued from page 1) 
 
Trees left at curbs or in alleys and streets cannot be collected.  Per Los Angeles Municipal Code 57.21.06, it is ille-
gal to leave trees at the curb or on street due to extreme fire hazard. 
 
Trees can also be dropped off on January 3, 4, 10 and 11 from 9 am to 4 pm at certain locations (see below).  
Call (800) 5-TREE-56 for more information between December 1, 2003 and January 31, 2004. 
 
Tambien pueden dejar sus árboles el 3, 4, 10 y 11 de enero desde las 9 am a las 4 pm en los sitios indicados 
(vea abajo). 

LOS ANGELES ZOO 
At Griffith Park, Junction Of 
Golden State (5), & Ventura (134) Frwys 

HARBOR CITY 
Harbor Regional Park 
25820 Vermont Avenue 

SUNLAND 
Sunland Park 
8651 Foothill Boulevard 

ARLETA 
Branford Park 
13300 Branford Street 

HIGHLAND PARK 
Highland Park Senior Citizen Center—6200 York 
Boulevard 

SYLMAR  
Sylmar Park 
8651 Foothill Boulevard 

BOYLE HEIGHTS 
Hollenbeck Recreation Center 
415 South St. Louis Steet 

HOLLYWOOD 
Hollywood Bowl 
2301 North Highland Boulevard 

VENICE 
Oakwood Recreation Center 
767 California Avenue 

CHATSWORTH 
Chatsworth Park South 
22360 Devonshire Street 

RANCHO PARK 
Cheviot Hills Recreation Center— 2551 Motor Avenue 

WESTCHESTER 
Westchester Municipal Building 
7166 West Manchester Avenue 

CRENSHAW 
Rancho Cienega Recreation Center—5001 Rodeo Road 

SOUTH LOS ANGELES 
South Park 
345 East 51st Street 

 

ENCINO 
Balboa Sports Center 
17015 Burbank Boulevard 

SOUTH LOS ANGELES 
Algin Sutton Recreation Center—8800 South Hoover 
Street 
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(UNEP...Continued from page 2) 
large harvests; it provides technical assistance on best management practices for land-use, water 
quality, waste management and coastal protection.   Worldwide UNEP protects mammals and other 
species in the seas and oceans through the enforcement of worldwide no whaling and other agree-
ments.  It also tracks the release of toxic pollutants worldwide and works with industry to develop 
cleaner production processes.  A large bulk of UNEP’s work involves the monitoring and enforcement 
of international endangered species agreements.  There are currently 5,483 species listed as threat-
ened or endangered worldwide.  UNEP staff worldwide monitor species survival levels, prevent illegal 
poaching and capture and work with zoos and refuges on repopulation programs. 
 
Worldwide, one billion people live without safe drinking water and 2.4-billion lack adequate sanitation.  
By assisting countries with these problems, UNEP not only helps those needy people, but benefits 
more developed countries as well – quite simply polluted water  runs to the oceans worldwide.  Like-
wise, the release of toxic pollutants into our air impacts global climate change and air quality.  World-
wide air pollution is estimated to cause five percent of all disease. 
 
Additionally, UNEP, through the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
held a worldwide conference on air pollution and climate change from December 1 to 12, 2003 in Mi-
lan, Italy.  The conference discussed technology that can be used to cut emissions as well as refores-
tation and other environmental enhancement programs.  UNEP will hold its next annual Global Envi-
ronment Forum from March 29 to 31 in 2004 on Jeju Island, South Korea. 
 
The good news on the worldwide environment front is that we have the technology and foresight to 
protect and improve our environment now.  The City of Los Angeles is doing its part by cutting emis-
sions from its vehicle fleet, planting trees and gardens, working with businesses to prevent pollution 
and toxic release and is cleaning-up contaminated brownfield sites for a cleaner and more sustainable 
city.  Every person on the planet can help by limiting their resource use, recycling, and limiting their 
use of pesticides and chemicals.  For more information please visit www.unep.org and http://www.ci.
la.ca.us/sustainablela/. 

 
Student Pollution Prevention Research Grants 
Calling All Entries for Sustainability Projects 

 
P3 is the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s program to respond to the scientific and 
technical needs of the developed and developing world in moving toward sustainability.  P3 refers to 

EPA’s three components of sustainability: people, prosperity and planet.  A 
P3 competition is scheduled to open in January for students attending col-
leges, universities and other post-secondary education institutions.  

 
Up to 50 initial entries will be awarded up to $10,000 to conduct an initial 
study  of their sustainability project.  Based on those studies, some pro-
jects will be fully funded during a later round of awards.  The P3 Award is 
directed at undergraduate and/or graduate teams in colleges, universities, 
and other post-secondary institutions in the US.  Challenges from a wide 
range of categories will be considered. These include, but are not limited 

to, water quality and quantity, energy production and distribution, green chemistry and engineering, 
biotechnology, conservation of materials and energy, product design, mobility, information technol-
ogy, and delivery of resources (i.e., educational, medical, etc.). Challenges related to population 
growth and medical care are not included in this competition (other than the delivery or distribution 
systems of knowledge, goods and supplies). 
 
Application forms and more information can be found at http://es.epa.gov/ncer/p3/ or you may con-
tact Eileen Sheehan at (415) 972-3287 or sheehan.eileen@epa.gov.   



minimum of 20 "mini-grants" of $2,500 each to K-
12 science teachers. Interested teachers should 
propose innovative science projects that can be 
implemented in their school or school district over 
a one-year period. Toyota TAPESTRY projects 
demonstrate creativity, involve risk-taking, 
possess a visionary quality, and model a novel 
way of presenting science. The deadline for 
completed proposals is January 16, 2004.  The 
program is open to all middle and high school 
science teachers who teach at least two science 
classes per day. The program is open to 
elementary teachers who teach some science in 
the classroom or as teaching specialists.  To 
download an application and view more details 
about the grant, visit www.nsta.org/programs/
tapestry; call the program’s Fax on Demand 
service at 1-888-400-6782 and request document 
number 591 to receive an application; or write to 
Toyota TAPESTRY, c/o NSTA, 1840 Wilson 
Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22201-3000.  
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
SBIR PROGRAM EPA’s Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) Program provides financial 
support to help small science and technology 
based firms develop new environmental 
technologies and ready them for 
commercialization.  The program targets research 
to prevent pollution, reduce water and air 
pollution, manage solid and hazardous wastes, 
and improve environmental monitoring – in each 
case, addressing priorities that are based on the 
Agency’s Strategic Plan.  In 2004, EPA will issue 
four Phase I Solicitations.  There will be three 
special solicitations – Pacific Environmental 
Problems, Hazardous Waste Minimization and 
Pollution Prevention  –  and the regular SBIR 
Solicitation.  Phase 1 opens March 25, 2004.
Closing date for Phase 1 is May 25, 2004.  For 
more information on the SBIR Program, visit  
http://www.epa.gov/ncer/sbir.  
 
The Pew Charitable Trusts makes grants to 
qualified non-profit organizations that reduce the 
generation of greenhouse gases that contribute to 
global warming, conserve living marine resources 
with a particular emphasis on fisheries, and 
protect critical forest habitat and wilderness on 
public lands in North America.  More information 
can be found at www.pewtrusts.com/grants/. 
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$ $ $     FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES     $ $ $ 
Visit http:/www.lacity.org/ead for more grant opportunities. 

Land Acquisition Program The State of 
California Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) 
acquires real property or rights in real property on 
behalf of the Department of Fish and Game (DFG)
and can also grant funds to other governmental 
entities or nonprofit organizations to acquire real 
property or rights in real property. All acquisitions 
are made on a "willing seller" basis pursuant to a 
fair market value appraisal as approved by the 
Department of General Services (DGS). The 
acquisition activities are carried out in conjunction 
with the Department of Fish and Game, with the 
DFG recommending priorities for proposed 
acquisitions. Following the DFG site evaluations, 
recommendations are submitted to the WCB for 
consideration for funding. Information is available 
through the Region 5 Headquarters of the WCB 
located in San Diego. For more information, 
contact the Region 5 headquarters at (858) 467-
4201, or visit the WCB’s Land Acquisition Program 
webpage at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wcb/
land_acquisition_program.htm.  
 
NASA has launched the application season for its 
NASA Explorer Schools (NES) Program. Schools 
from across the country are eligible to apply online 
for an opportunity to partner with NASA in a 
program designed to bring engaging mathematics, 
science and technology learning to educators, 
students and families.  During the commitment 
period, NASA will invite teams "back to school" at 
NASA Centers each summer in an effort to spark 
innovative science and mathematics instruction 
aimed at students in grades 4 through 9. While 
partnered with NASA, NES teams will acquire 
throughout the school year new teaching 
resources and technology tools using NASA's 
unique content, experts and other resources.  NES 
schools receive grants of up to $10,000 for 
technology tools that support science and 
mathematics curricula in the classroom. The 
deadline for submission of applications for the NES 
Program is January 30, 2004. For access to NES 
applications and information, and to view the list 
of NASA's first 50 Explorer Schools, visit 
http://explorerschools.nasa.gov.  For information 
about NASA Education programs, visit http://
education.nasa.gov. 
 
The 2004 Toyota TAPESTRY program will 
award 50 grants of up to $10,000 each and a 



All Month Long 
 

Downtown on Ice  Ice 
Skating at Downtown Pershing 
Square brought to you by the 
City of Los Angeles Department 
of Parks and Recreation.  For 
more information visit www.
laparks.org/pershingsquare/
doi_info.htm or call (213) 847-
4970.  

 
Sat, Jan 10 

 
Shoreline Park/Ocean Trails 
Walk A 2-hour walk crosses 
one of the few publicly owned 
parcels of coastal land in the 
South Bay with coastal bluff 
scrub habitat, as well as views 
of the Pacific. Participants can 
observe results of recent 
restoration efforts. Meet at 9 
am. Park on La Rotunda, just 
west of the San Pedro border. 
Free. Sponsored by the Palos 
Verdes  Pen insu la  Land  
Conversancy. For more info call 
the Conservancy at (310) 541-
7613.  
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Madrona Marsh Preserve in 
Torrance hosts a Tyke Hike for 
pre-school children and parents 
every first Thursday of the 
month.  Suggested donation is 
$5.  For more information call 
(310) 32-MARSH.  
 
Audubon Center at Debs 
Park hosts Saturday and 
Sunday nature activities and 
hikes for children and their 
parents.  For more information 
call (323) 221-2255. 
 
Garden Sprouts Saturday 
Kids Gardening Club 
at the Los Angeles 
Arboretum (Kids ages 
5-8) .This is a “drop 
off” program where 
children can play 
nature games and 
l e a rn  how  t o  ga rden .  
R e s e r v a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d . 
For registration information, 
c o n t a c t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  
Department at the Los Angeles 
County Arboretum & Botanic 
Garden, located at 301 N. 
Baldwin Avenue in Arcadia at 
(626) 821-4624.  
 
Monthly Beach Cleanup 
sponsored by Heal The Bay on 
the third Saturday (January 
17th) in Marina del Rey.  Meet in 
the parking lot at Pacific and 
62nd at 10 am.  For more 
i n f o rma t i o n  v i s i t  www .
healthebay.org or call (310) 
453-0395.  
 
John Paul Getty Center 
offers daily tours of its four 
gardens including a discussion of 
native plants in design.  Tours 
are Tuesday through Sunday at 
11:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2:30 pm 
and 3:30 pm.  For more 
information call (310) 440-7300 
or visit www.getty.edu. 

The EAD website,  located at 
 www.lacity.org/EAD, contains 
updated information on this 
month’s events.  To ensure 
your event is included in our 
monthly newsletter, submit 
information to the editor by 

the 10th of each month prior 
to publication.  After the 10th, 
events can be entered into our 

website calendar only.   
     The EAD reserves the right 
to edit all submittals and does 
not necessarily endorse the 
events listed.  All events are 

subject to change, so call 
listed event contacts to verify 

information. 

A N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A F FAIR 

EACH MONTH: 

Hyperion Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Tours 
Free public tours of the facility 
(located near El Segundo in Los 
Angeles) are available Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
starting at 9 am. For more 
information, please contact 
Felcie Kidd at (310) 648-5363 
for details or to schedule a tour.  
 
Satwiwa Sundays From 11 
am to 3 pm at Rancho Sierra 
Vista/Satwiwa. Meet guest hosts, 
watch demonstrations and share 
the experiences of the Native 
American LA Community. 
Sponsored by the Friends of 
Satwiwa and the National Park 
Service.  For more information 
call the National Park Service at 
(805) 370-2301. 
 
Amigos de Bolsa Chica offer 
free public tours of the wetlands 
for individuals the first Saturday 
of each month. Visitors who 
arrive between 9 and 10:30 am 

will be led on a 1 
1/2 hour tour 
which makes 5 
stops along the 
walkbridge and 
l o op  t r a i l .  
Trained tour 

guides discuss bird identification, 
ecology, endangered species, 
early history and current status. 
For more information, visit http://
www.amigosdebolsachica.org. or 
call (714) 840-1575.  
 
Augustus F. Hawkins 
Natural Park offers youth 
activities including day-long trips to 
destinations like Point Mugu, 
Franklin Canyon and Malibu Creek. 
These trips are held each Saturday 
and transportation is provided. For 
information, please call (323) 585-
3205.  
 

THIS MONTH: 
(EAD recommends contacting 
event sponsor prior to event) 
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Sat, Jan 10 
 
Taking It to the Streets The 
Long Beach Aquarium’s Green 
Team will host a trash clean up 
in an urban area to raise the 
awareness of trash’s impact on 
the environment and educate 
the public about the connection 
between trash entering gutters 
and ocean life. To volunteer, 
contact Zara Cadia at (562) 
951-1613. The clean up takes 
place from 10 am to noon, 
location to be announced. Bags 
and gloves will be provided. 

 
Sun, Jan 11 

 
Whale Fiesta Join the Cabrillo 
Mar ine  Aquar ium in  a  
celebration to kick-
off of the whale 
watch season! In 
addition to the 
famous Duct Tape Whale 
Contest, they will have arts and 
crafts for children of all ages, 
talks by whale experts, and 
door prizes given away! The 
fiesta takes place from 10 am 
until 4:30 pm at Cabrillo Marine 
Aquarium located at 3720 
Stephen White Drive in San 
Pedro.  Admission to the event 
is free.  Complimentary park 
and ride serv ice is available. 
For more information, please 
call Larry Fukuhara at (310) 
548-7562 ext. 5011, or visit the 
Aquarium’s website at www.
cabrilloaq.org.   
 

Sat and Sun, Jan 17-18 
 

Celebrate—Lunar New Year 
at the Los Angeles 
Zoo, this is the year 
of the monkey and 
the zoo will celebrate 

Foundation at (818) 768-1802 
or visit their website at www.
theodorepayne.org.  The 
Foundation is located at 10459 
Tuxford Street in Sun Valley. 

THIS MONTH CONTINUED: 
(EAD recommends contacting 
event sponsor prior to event) 

with dance and martial arts 
performances, foods from across 
Asia, crafts projects and more for 
all ages.  Free with Zoo 
admission.  Call (323) 644-6400 
or visit www.lazoo.org 
 

Sun, Jan 18 
 

Birding and Hiking at Ballona    
Join Audubon Los Angeles at  
Ballona wetlands to see Surfbird, 
Black Oystercatcher, gulls and 
Large-billed Savannah Sparrow 
along the beautiful beach and 
wetlands.  Meet at the Del Rey 
Lagoon parking lot at 8 am.  For 
more information visit www.
laaudubon.org or call (323) 876-
0202.  Free. 
 

Sat, Jan 24 
 
“Legends of Los Angeles” A 
theatrical living history for 
children that journeys from 
prehistoric Los Angeles into 
twenty-first century “L.A.” by 
performance artist Janeece Flint. 
The event takes place at Central 
Library’s Mark Taper Auditorium 
at 2 pm.  Call LAPL for more info 
at (213) 228-700. Free.   
 

Sat, Jan 24 
 
Runyon Canyon Park Geology 
Walk Geologist - le d walk 
covering five geologic formations 
and over 100 million years of 
history. Meet at North entrance, 
Mulholland Drive and Desmond 
Estates. The 2-hour walk begins 
at 9:30 am.  Sponsored by the 
Friends of Runyon Canyon.  For 
more information call (2 1 3) 
666-5004.  Free. 
 

Fri and Sat, Jan 30 and 31 
 

Winter Native Plant Sale The 
Theodore Payne Foundation 
holds their annual winter sale 
with discounts on plants.  For 
more information, call the 

University of California Cooperative Exten-
sion Los Angeles 

Common Ground Garden Program 
MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER 

TRAINING PROGRAM 
Saturdays, March 6 – May 8, 2004 

 
WHO CAN APPLY 

•  Any resident of Los Angeles County. 
•  Anyone who wants to help teach low- and 

limited-resource people how to grow and eat 
more nutritious vegetables and fruits. 

WHAT THE PROGRAM ENTAILS 

•  Teach you how to garden successfully.  Top-
ics and garden activities will cover basic 
plant science, propagation, fertilization, irri-
gation, soil, compost, vegetable and herb and 
fruit gardening, simple and nutritious vegeta-
ble preparation and storage, flowering plants 
and trees, Integrated Pest Management 
(diseases, weeds, insects, small animals), 
tools, and how to create a community and 
school garden. 

•  Provide instruction in English and simultane-
ous translation into Spanish. 

•  Notify you by February 27 whether you’ve 
been accepted into the program.   

 
QUIÉN PUEDE INSCRIBIRSE:  

• Cualquier residente del Condado de Los 
Angeles. 

• Quién deseé ayudar a otras personas con 
ingresos limitados como cultivar y preparar 
verduras y frutas nutritivas. 

QUE EL PROGRAMA ES  
•  Le notificamos a usted antes de 27 de 

Febrero si fue aceptado para el programa.   
• Enseñarles  como  cultivar un jardín con 

éxito.  Los temas y actividades del jardín que 
se cubrirán son lo básico de ciencias en 
plantas, propagación, fertilizantes, irrigación, 
suelo, el abono vegetal, el cultivo de 
verduras, frutas, y hierbas aromáticas, una 
manera nutritiva de preparar y almacenar sus 
verduras, plantas y árboles que florecen, 
Control de los Insectos y Enfermedades, las 
herramientas y como desarrollar un jardín 
comunitario y escolar.  

• Proveer instrucción en Ingles y traducción 
simultanea en Español.   
Proveer a Ud. con las oportunidades 
voluntarias y educativas en el Condado de 
Los Angeles. 

For an application packet and more infor-
mation call (323) 260-3348, or e-mail Gloria 
Mitchell at gjmitche@ucdavis.edu. 



A N  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A F FAIR PAGE 7  VOLUME 15, ISSUE 1 

 
Fuel Check for the City’s Latest Alternative Fuel Vehicle 

 
On December 2, 2002, the City of Los Angeles took delivery of the nation’s first hydrogen fuel cell car 
certified for commercial use, the Honda FCX. The delivery of the vehicle marked the first of five to be 
leased to the City from Honda for a two-year period. In December 2003, the last of the five vehicles 
being leased to the City was delivered. The City’s user experience and comments on the FCX perform-
ance and design were an integral part of Honda’s testing and 
evaluation process. The feedback given by the City has resulted 
in some minor design reassessments. 
 
Deputy Mayor Brian Williams, one of the primary drivers of the 
FCX over the last year, has expressed satisfaction and praise for 
the safety and reliability of the vehicle.  Williams says he does 
feel very privileged to be able to drive the FCX, using it as a great 
conversation piece allowing him to educate others about zero-
emissions technology. From the driver’s perspective, he believes 
that hydrogen fuel is a great leap in engineering, similar to mov-
ing from propellers to jets. 
 
The Honda FCX is powered by a hydrogen fuel cell that produces 
electricity onboard the vehicle. A fuel cell functions by combining 
compressed hydrogen (stored in a tank) with oxygen in the air to 
make electricity. The electricity is used to power the electric mo-
tor, which in turn propels the vehicle. The only exhaust emission 
is water vapor. Both the California Air Resources Board and the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency have certified the 
Honda FCX as a Zero Emission Vehicle and for every day com-
mercial use.   
 
Mark Barrera, GSD Automotive Dispatcher, oversees the use, dis-
patching, and general performance for the Honda FCXs that are 
housed in the garage at City Hall East.  Over the last year, 
Barrera exhibited the vehicles at several events, including some 
school functions, the California Fuel Cell Partnership’s “Rally Through the Valley” event in May 2003 
(see the July 2003 issue of An Environmental Affair), and in an interview for a National Geographic 
television special on “green” cars.    
 
Barrera says that some of the most common questions that people ask him about the FCX include: 
“Does it drive like a regular car? What is its range? How fast can it go? Do you have any safety con-

cerns regarding the compressed hydrogen?” Barrera says that the vehicle han-
dles just like a regular car and has good pick up; drivers average about 140 
miles per tank (which holds 3.75 kilograms of hydrogen compressed to 5000 
pounds per square inch); it has a maximum speed of 93 mph; and no, the de-
sign of the fuel tanks accounts for assuring the utmost safety, and every nec-
essary precaution has been included in the design of the car.  
 
For more information on the City of Los Angeles’ fleet of alternative fuel vehi-
cles (AFVs), visit the Environmental Affairs Department’s website at http://
www.lacity.org/ead, and click on “Alternative Fuel Vehicles,” and Honda’s FCX 
site at http://www.hondacorporate.com/environ_tech/, and click on Fuel Cell 
Technology.  

FCX vehicles refuel.  Re-
fueling takes approxi-
mately five minutes. 

Inside the hydrogen fueling station located 
at Beaudry and Second Streets near down-
town Los Angeles.  Hydrogen gas is 
stored in a series of twenty tanks at in-
creasingly higher pressures.    



 

The City of Los Angeles 
Environmental Affairs Department 
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 2005 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
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Permit No. 12932 

Air Quality  
Calidad del aire 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(800) 288-7664 
 
Asbestos  
Asbestos 
Environmental Hygiene 
(626) 430-5440 
 
Bulky Item Pick-up  
Recogida de articulos grandes 
L.A. City Bureau of Sanitation 
(800) 773-2489 
 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 
Desembolso de materiales peligrosos 
L.A. County Dept. of Public Works 
(888) 253-2652  
L.A. City Bureau of Sanitation 
(800) 988-6942 
 
Housing and Building Complaints 
Las quejas del construccion y albergar 
Housing Code Enforcement 
(866) 557.7368 
 
Illegal Storm Drain Dumping 
Depositos en los drenajes de desagües 
Stormwater Management 
(800) 974-9794 

Indoor Air or Mold Concerns 
Aire interior ó preocupaciones de moho 
Environmental Hygiene 
(626) 430-5440 
 
Lead Poisoning  
Veneno del plomo 
National Lead Information Center 
(800) 424-5323 
 
Leaf Blowers 
Sopladores de hojas 
Leaf Blower Complaint Line 
(800) 996-2489 
              
Mosquitoes 
Infestaciónes de mosquitos 
L.A. West Mosquito Abatement 
(310) 915-7370 
 
Recycling  
Reciclaje 
City of L.A. Public Works Dept. 
(800) 773-2489 
 
Smoking Violations  
Infracciónes de fumar 
Office of the City Attorney 
(888) 333-0730 

 

 

 

HOTLINE CONNECTION 

The Environmental 
Information Center (EIC) 

serves as a referral source to 
the community. Our hotline 
connection offers a list of the 
most frequently requested 

numbers. If the number you 
need is not listed, please 
contact the EIC at (213) 

978-0888, or toll-free in Los 
Angeles only at (800) 439-

4666. You can also visit our 
website at  

http://www.lacity.org/ead 
and click on Environmental 

Information Center. 
 

ONE CALL TO CITY HALL 
3-1-1 

Access to 1,500 City Services 
English y Español 

Also Toll Free (866) 452-2489  


