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An Environmental Affair 

The City of Los Angeles 
Environmental Affairs 

Department was 
established in 1990 to 

advise the city on 
environmental issues 

and provide a 
centralized source of 

environmental 
information. The 

Environmental Affairs 
Department seeks to 
protect and enhance 
the environmental 
quality of life for 

residents, workers and 
visitors in the City of 

Los Angeles. 

 
Reaching Out for Clean Air  

 
In February 2004, the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) released a 
Spanish version of their publication “Let’s Clear 
the Air, A Public Participation Guide to Air Qual-
ity Decision Making in California.” (The release 
of the English version of the guide was previ-
ously announced in the November 2003 issue of 
An Environmental Affair.)  
 
The guide provides the basic tools and informa-
tion needed to participate in the air quality pol-
icy, planning, permitting, and regulatory deci-
sion-making process in California. It shows you 
where to find information about air pollutants, 
air pollution sources, health effects, and emis-
sion levels in California. The guide also lists contacts for local, state, and fed-
eral air quality agencies and a list of useful acronyms and abbreviations.  
Copies of the guide in Spanish and English can be obtained by visiting http://
www.arb.ca.gov/ch/public_participation.htm, by calling the CARB’s Office of 
Public Information at (916) 322-2990, or by e-mailing helpline@arb.ca.gov.  

Llegando al corazón Todo para el Aire Limpio 
 
En Febrero 2004, el Consejo de Recursos Atmosféricos (ARB) de California 
salio con una version en español de su publicación “Vamos Aclarando El Am-
biente, Un Manual de Participación Pública para Llevar a Cabo Decisiones so-
bre la Calidad del Aire Ambiental en California.”  (Se había anunciado anteri-
ormente en la edición de Noviembre 2003 de Un Asunto Ambiental que 
saldría la versión en ingles.)   
 
El manual provee los instrumentos básicos e información necesaria para par-
ticipar en el proceso en California y llevar a cabo decisiones en la políza, de 
planificacíon, licenciatura, y regulatoria sobre la calidad del aire.  Enseña 
donde encontrar información sobre contaminantes del aire, origenes de con-
taminación del aire, effectos a la salúd, y niveles de emisiones en California.  
El manual tambien tiene listas de agencias de calidad del aire locales, del 
estado, y federales de lo que usted puede contactar y una lista de Términos 
Claves y abreviaciones.  Copias del manual en español e inglés se pueden 
obtener al visitar el internet - http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/public_participation.
htm, al llamar a la oficina de información pública de ARB al (916) 322-2990, 
o por correo electrónico al helpline@arb.ca.gov. 



 
Proposed Standards for  

Alternative Fuels in California  
 
Due to national policies regarding energy security, clean air, and re-
newable sources of energy, the non-petroleum fuel market for spark-
ignition and compression-ignition engines is expanding in many ar-
eas of the country.  With the interest in alternative fuels growing, 
proposed guidelines have been introduced in California that will 
adopt regulations for three alternative fuels: biodiesel, ethanol 
(E85), and methanol (M85).  In January, the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) Division of Weights and Measures, 
which establishes specifications for engine fuels sold in California, is-
sued proposed American Society Testing and Materials (ASTM) stan-
dards to control the quality of the various fuels and blend compo-
nents. 
 
Currently, over ninety facilities exist in the United States that pro-
duce either biodiesel, methanol, or etha-
nol.  As a popular blend added to diesel 
fuel in the Midwest states, biodiesel can 
be made from a variety of oils of agricul-

tural feedstock such as soybeans, rapeseed, corn, and also can be derived 
from rendered grease.  Alcohol fuels, such as methanol and ethanol, may 
be substitutes for methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a gasoline additive 
now banned in California. Methanol is made from natural gas, and can also 
be made from resources such as wood, municipal solid wastes and sewage.  
Starches from potatoes, corn, wheat, and other plants can be used in the 
production of ethanol by fermentation.  E85 and M85, alternative transpor-
tation fuels for light-duty flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs), are blends of 85 per-
cent ethanol or methanol and 15 percent gasoline.    
 
Lowered emission levels of carbon dioxide (greenhouse gas), sulfur, particulate matter, as well as 
fewer aromatic hydrocarbons have been reported by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. 
EPA) testing for all three fuels.  Biodiesel has been reported to emit the same levels or higher of smog 
and ozone-producing nitrogen oxide (NOx), than diesel fuel.  However, the National Biodiesel Board 
reports independent research being conducted into additives that will lower NOx emissions.  
 
CDFA also proposes to include labeling information recommending diesel engine owners to check with 
the manufacturers’ warranty or owner’s manual if using biodiesel fuel.  While biodiesel-blended fuel 
has the same performance of diesel fuel, and can be operated in any diesel engine with little or no 
modification to the engine or the fuel system, pure biodiesel (B100) has a solvent effect, which may 
release deposits accumulated on tank walls and pipes from previous diesel fuel use. With high blends 
of biodiesel (such as B75, 75 percent biodiesel and 25 percent diesel fuel), the release of deposits 
may clog filters initially and precautions should be taken to replace fuel filters until the petroleum 
build-up is eliminated. This issue is less prevalent with lower biodiesel blends such as B20 (20 percent 
biodiesel). 
 
An estimated 150,000 flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs) are on the road in California that can run on etha-
nol, methanol, or biodiesel.  The CDFA is also working in cooperation with the National Ethanol Vehicle 
Association on several ethanol test fueling facilities in California.  More information regarding alterna-
tive fuels may be found on the Environmental Affairs Department’s website at www.lacity.org/ead/
EADWeb-AQD/AlternativeFuelMobile.htm.  
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            An Environmental Affair is 
produced monthly by the EAD to 

inform residents about 
environmental issues and activities 
in Los Angeles.  For questions, or 

to update or cancel your free 
subscription, call the 

Environmental Information Center 
Hotline at (213) 978-0888, send an 
e-mail to: eadinfo@mailbox.lacity.

org, or visit our website  at  
http://www.lacity.org/ead.  

TDD (213) 978-0899.  You can also 
reach us by fax at (213) 978-0893. 
As a covered entity under Title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

the City of Los Angeles does not 
discriminate on the basis of 

disability and upon request, will 
provide reasonable accommodation 

to ensure equal access to its 
programs, services and activities.  
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Fluorescent Lamp Regulations 
 
On February 9, 2004, regulations took effect in California that classifies all discarded fluorescent lamps 
as hazardous waste. This includes even low mercury lamps marketed as "TCLP passing" or "TTLC 
passing." On and after this date, most generators of 
fluorescent lamps, including businesses, government 
agencies, academic institutions, and hospitals will be 
prohibited from disposing of any type of fluorescent 
lamps in the non-hazardous solid waste stream. Haz-
ardous waste fluorescent lamps can be managed under 
the simple requirements of the State's Universal Waste 
Rule, provided they are sent to an authorized recycling 
facility. 
 
California's lamp users, including hospitals, will have 
the opportunity to learn why mercury is used in lamps, 
how lamps are recycled, and how to comply with the 
new requirements at a series of workshops at locations 
throughout California. The workshops are sponsored by 
Philips Lighting Company, a lamp manufacturer. The 
presenters also will include representatives of two lamp 
recycling firms and the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). Hospitals are en-
couraged to send appropriate staff to these workshops. You can find out more, including how to regis-
ter, at www.lighting.philips.com/nam/crossroads. 

Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) 
 

Established in 1990 by former U.S. Congresswoman Bella Abzug and journalist 
Mim Kelber, WEDO is an organization that seeks to increase the power of women 
worldwide to bring about a just and healthy planet for all.  WEDO is a worldwide 
organization closely aligned with the United Nations.  The organization is cur-
rently working on both the role of women in achieving the United Nations Millen-
nium goals and the needs of women within those programs.  United 
Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan outlined the millennium goals 
before the Los Angeles City Council in December (see January An 

Environmental Affair—p.2 A Worldwide Approach.) 
 
WEDO was a lead advocate in the 1992 UN Conference on the Environment and Devel-
opment, the World Women’s Congress for a Healthy Planet in Miami Florida where 1,500 
representatives from 83 countries developed a joint strategy.  Thanks to WEDO, a sec-
tion on gender equality became official UN policy under what is known as Agenda 21 and 
the Rio Declaration. 
 
WEDO and its allies work through a vast network of activists and volunteers throughout 
the world.  These women and allies work on poor living conditions, water quality, safety 
and air for women and children throughout the world.  They also seek to end discrimination and dou-
ble-standards in countries and regions where the concerns of women are given less weight than those 
of men.  Staff at WEDO provides technical and logistic assistance to these activists in the areas of 
gender and governance, sustainable development, and economic and social justice.  As Rebecca Pearl 
of WEDO explains: "Women’s survival, and that of their households and communities, depends on ac-
cess to and control of natural resources—land, water, forests and plants.  Every day women and girls 
walk long distances to bring water and fuel to their families.  Women perform the majority of the 
world’s agricultural work, producing food for their families, as well as other goods that are sold in na-
tional and international markets.”  More information about WEDO can be found at www.wedo.org. 

MARCH IS MARCH IS MARCH IS 
WOMEN’S WOMEN’S WOMEN’S    
HISTORY HISTORY HISTORY 
MONTH!!MONTH!!MONTH!!    



alliance  of pollution prevention (P2) programs 
throughout EPA Region IX. The network focuses on 
regional P2 issues through researching, consolidating, 
and  disseminating P2 information. The network 
increases P2 effectiveness by  providing P2 programs 
with timely, accurate and useful information and 
resources, including grant information.  For more 
information, contact Dr. Marc Siegel, WRPPN P2 
listserv manager, at (858) 484-9855, by e-mail at 
Siegel@ittn.org, or visit http://www.wrppn.org. 
 
Alcan Sustainability Award Alcan announces the 
creation of a $1 million annual prize to recognize 
outstanding contributions from the not-for-profit 
sector to the goal of sustainability. The prize is open 
to all not-for-profit, nongovernmental, and civil 
society organizations that have made and continue to 
make significant contributions that integrate 
economic, environmental, and social sustainability for 
the benefit of present and future generations. In 
addition to the $1 million to be awarded to a single 
organization, the adjudication panel will have the 
discretion to award Alcan Bursaries, on the basis of 
merit, to organizations selected as finalists by the 
judges. See related link:  www.
alcanprizeforsustainability.com/
enAlcanPrize_brochure_e.pdf. 
 
The Community Food Projects (CFP) Competitive 
Grants Program provides the major funding source 
for community-based food and agriculture projects in 
the U.S. Approximately $4.6 million in grant funds will 
be available in 2004. The Request for Applications 
was released February 12, with proposals due by 
April 14, 2004. The CFP program supports projects 
that: help meet the food needs of low-income people; 
increase the self-reliance of communities in providing 
for their own food needs; and promote 
comprehensive responses to local food, farm, and 
nutrition issues. The CFP program is administered by 
the Cooperative State Research, Education, and 
Extension Service of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). Grant requests are evaluated by 
reviewers from the food security community. 
Applicants may request up to $300,000 for projects of 
up to three years duration. CFP funds requested must 
be matched dollar for dollar with non-federal 
resources. Only private non-profit organizations are 
eligible to receive CFP funds directly, but 
collaborations with public and private, for-profit 
entities are recommended. Funds also are available 
for regional and national training and technical 
assistance programs. The 2004 Request for 
Applications (RFA) is available at: >http://www.
reeusda.gov/1700/
funding/04/04RFA_Community_Food.htm. 
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$ $ $     FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES     $ $ $ 
Visit http:/www.lacity.org/ead for more grant opportunities. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) SBIR 
PROGRAM EPA’s Small Business Innovation Research 
(SBIR) Program provides financial support to help 
small science and technology based firms develop new 
environmental technologies and ready them for 
commercialization.  The program targets research to 
prevent pollution, reduce water and air pollution, 
manage solid and hazardous wastes, and improve 
environmental monitoring – in each case, addressing 
priorities that are based on the Agency’s Strategic 
Plan.  In 2004, EPA will issue four Phase I 
Solicitations.  There will be three special solicitations – 
Pacific Environmental Problems, Hazardous Waste 
Minimization and Pollution Prevention  –  and the 
regular SBIR Solicitation.  Phase 1 opens March 25, 
2004.Closing date for Phase 1 is May 25, 2004.  
For more information on the SBIR Program, visit  
http://www.epa.gov/ncer/sbir or call (415) 947-8000. 
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requests 
proposals for Innovation Work Group (IWG) Pilots. 
Proposals are due April 16, 2004.  IWG pilots will 
support creative approaches to waste minimization, 
energy recovery, recycling and land revitalization that 
may be replicated across various industries, 
communities and regions. All government, non-profit, 
and public education institutions are eligible to apply, 
with $500K expected to be available.  For more 
information, contact your Regional EPA IWG Manager 
(http://www.epa.gov/oswer/docs/iwg/iwgmembers.
pdf) or visit http://www.epa.gov/oswer/iwg/
announcement.htm. 
 
People, Prosperity, and Planet (P3) Award 
Grants The EPA, its 27 partners from industry, non-
government organizations, and other government 
agencies announce their intent to request applications 
for the P3 Award in early January 2004.  P3 highlights 
people, prosperity, and the planet as the next step 
beyond P2 or pollution prevention.  The P3 Award 
provides grants to teams of college students to 
research, develop, and design sustainable solutions to 
environmental challenges.  In Phase 1, teams 
compete for $10K grants. Up to 50 awards are 
expected.  Areas of interest include, but are not 
limited to: Energy production and distribution, green 
chemistry and engineering, conservation of materials 
and energy, and water quality and quantity.  For more 
information on this request for applications, visit 
http://es.epa.gov/ncer/rfa/. Deadline is March 25, 
2004. 
 
Western Regional Pollution Prevention 
Network - "P2 West"  The Western Regional 
Pollution Prevention Network is a cooperative 



crushing pressure, extreme 
temperatures and toxic water, 
where strange communities of 
life are thriving. The film is the 
result of the largest effort ever 
undertaken to film the 
creatures and habitats of these 
extreme depths. Plays at the 
IMAX Theater located at the 
California Science Center at 
700 State Drive in Los Angeles.  
For more information, call 
(213) 744-7400. Shows 
through March 25, 2004.  
 
Water Efficient Landscape 
Series hosted by the 
Madrona Marsh Nature 
Center for the 
Metropolitan 
Water District  
A series taking 
place at 3201 
Plaza del Amo 
in Torrance four Saturdays 
from 9 am to noon, beginning 
on March 13 and ending on 
April 3.  The series will include 
bas i c  l andscape ,  p lan t  
selection, irrigation, and 
sprinkler control maintenance.  
For more information, contact 
the Madrona Marsh at (310) 
782-3989.  
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D r i v e  i n  S a n  P e d r o . 
 
The  Theodore  Payne  
F o u n d a t i o n  
W i l d f l o w e r  
Hotline March 
marks  the  
beginning of 
the wildflower 
season, so 
from March 5 
through the end of May, twenty-
four hours a day, callers to 
(818) 768-3533 and visitors to 
www.theodorepayne.org will 
receive the latest information 
from over 90 wildflower sites 
throughout Southern California. 
   
Children’s Nature Institute 
Volunteer Leader Training 
Course  will take place in March 
on Wednesdays.  Learn about 
local vegetation and wildlife, 
Native American lore, and fun 
activities to do with young 
children.  Classes include trail 
walks, classroom talks and 
hands-on activities.  For more 
information on training, contact 
the Children’s Nature Institute at 
(310) 998-1151 or visit their 
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w .
childrensnatureinstitute.org. 
 
Whale Watch Excursions The 
season is in full swing!  The 
Cabrillo Marine 
Aquarium will be 
hosting tours 
now through the 
end of March.  
Call Teddy at (310) 548-8397, 
Tuesday through Friday, from 
8:30 am to 1 pm for more 
information. Cost runs $12 to 
$14 per person.  Trips run on 
weekdays and weekends. 
 
IMAX Theater Presents 
Volcanoes of the Deep Sea 
Travel deep beneath the surface 
of the sea, to environments of 

The EAD website,  located at 
 www.lacity.org/EAD, contains 
updated information on this 
month’s events.  To ensure 
your event is included in our 
monthly newsletter, submit 
information to the editor by 

the 10th of each month prior 
to publication.  After the 10th, 
events can be entered into our 

website calendar only.   
     The EAD reserves the right 
to edit all submittals and does 
not necessarily endorse the 
events listed.  All events are 

subject to change, so call 
listed event contacts to verify 

information. 
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Bolsa Chica Wetlands Tour  
The Bolsa Chica Foundation 
offers free public tours of the 
Bolsa Chica Wetlands to 
individuals the first Saturday of 
every month.  Tour times are 
between 9 am and 10:30 am.  
Trained docents discuss bird 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  e c o l o g y ,  
endagered species, early 
history and restoration.  For 
more infromation, visit the 
Foundation’s website at www.
amigosdebolsachica.org or call 
the Foundation office at (714) 
840-1575.  

All Month Long 
 

Grunion Program The first of 
a series of 
"Meet the 
G r u n i o n " 
p r o g r a m s ,  
held at the 
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, 
begins in March and continues 
through July. Watch the silvery 
fish come up on the beach to 
spawn. Learn about grunion 
and the interesting mating 
rituals of this curious fish. 
Doors will open at 8 pm and the 
program will begin at 9 pm. 
Warm clothing and a flashlight 
are recommended. Tickets are 
$5 for adults, $1 for seniors 
and children, and sold at the 
door. For more information, 
visit the Aquarium’s website at 
www.cabrilloaq.org, or call 
them at (310) 548-7562.  The 
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium is 
located at 3720 Stephen White 

THIS MONTH: 
(EAD recommends contacting 
event sponsor prior to event) 

EACH MONTH: 
(EAD recommends contacting 
event sponsor prior to event) 
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Sun, Mar 7 
 
8th Annual Whale Festival 
Join park naturalists to 
celebrate the annual return of 
the gray whale. Whale 
wa t c h i n g ,  mu s i c ,  l i v e  
performances, great food, fun 
arts and crafts to buy, and 
more. For more information,  
call the Santa Monica Mountains  
National Recreation Center at
(805) 488-1827. Free.  The 
event takes place from 9 am to 
4 pm at Point Mugu State Park,  
Sycamore Cove. Sponsored by 
California State Parks and 
Santa Monica Mountains 
Natural History Association.  
 

Sat, Mar 13 
 
24th Annual Los Angeles 
Environmental Education 
Fair (LAEEF) Sponsored by the 
Los Angeles County Arboretum.  
The fair encourages action and 
curiosity about the environment 
through live entertainment, 
hands-on activities, interactive 
programs, and exhibits. Be sure 
to stop by the EAD table! The 
event takes place from 9 am to 
4 pm at the Arboretum located 
at 301 N. Baldwin Avenue in 
Arcadia.  Admission is $5 for 
adults, $3 for seniors (62 and 
over), $4 for students with ID, 
and $1 for children 5 through 
12. Children under 5 are 
admitted free.  For more 
information, contact the 
Arboretum at (626) 821-3222, 
or visit their website at www.
arboretum.org. Presented by 
the Los Angeles Environmental 
Education Committee. 
 
Mushroom Identification 
Workshop Find out about fun 

presentation will include an 
optional 8 am tour of the Ken 
Malloy Park.  $5 per person or 
$10 per  fami ly .   The 
presentation takes place at the 
Madrona Marsh Nature Center 
located at 3201 Plaza del Amo 
from 2 to 4 pm.  For more 
information, contact the Friends 
of Madrona Marsh at (310) 32-
MARSH.  
 
Ceanothus  (California Wild 
Lilac) Garden 
Walk Easily the 
most spectacular 
b l ue - f l owe r ed 
plants in North 
A m e r i c a , 
Ceanothus  are known and 
desired by gardeners and 
horticulturists around the world, 
but nowhere else do they grow 
and perform as well as they do 
in California. Yet they continue 
to be underutilized in southern 
C a l i f o r n i a  g a r d e n s  a nd 
landscapes.  Join Rancho Santa 
Ana Botanical Garden (RSABG) 
staff on a walking tour of the 
Garden’s Ceanothus collection, 
a n d  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h i s  
hortculturally magnificent plant. 
$12 ($15 nonmember). The walk 
takes place from 1 to 3 pm. For 
more information, call (909) 
625-8767 ext. 224 or visit the 
RSABG website at www.rsabg.
org. 
 

Sat, Mar 20 

“Springtime Garden Tales” 
Come see what stories are 
blooming at the Central Library 
and stay for the Springtime 
puppet show in the KLOS 
Theater. Free.  For more 
information, contact the Los 
Angeles Public Library (LAPL) by 
telephone at (213) 228-7000 or 
visit their website at www.lapl.
org.  The Central Library is 

THIS MONTH CONTINUED: 
(EAD recommends contacting 
event sponsor prior to event) 

fungi! This class at Rancho Santa 
Ana Botanical Gardens (RSABG) 
will provide a basic overview of 
the Kingdom Fungi, with 
emphas i s  on  mush room 
identification. Learn basic 
characteristics used to identify 
southern California’s mushrooms 
and other fleshy fungi. Dr. 
Turney, Senior Biologist/Plant 
Pathologist  of the Los Angeles 
Agricultural Commission, will 
lead the class on a Garden tour 
to seek out and identify the 
fungus among us. The workshop 
takes place from 9 am to 12:30 
pm. Fee.  For more information, 
call RSABG at (909) 625-8767 x 
224, or visit their website at 
www.rsabg.org. The Garden is 
located at 1500 North College 
Avenue in Claremont. 
 
Hike Linden H. Chandler 
Preserve A moderate two-hour 
walk hosted by the 
P a l o s  V e r d e s  
Peninsula Land 
C o n v s e r v a n c y 
(PVPLC) to observe 
the i r  success fu l  hab i t a t  
restoration efforts and learn 
about future projects in a tour of 
the 28.5-acre open space. The 
year 2000 appropriately brought 
the historic release of 300 Palos 
Verdes blue butterflies at the 
site. Park at the Empty Saddle 
Club, located at the end of Empty 
Saddle Road. Cosponsored by 
the City of Rolling Hills Estates. 
Free.  Walk begins at 3 pm.  For 
more information, call the PVPLC 
at (310) 541-7613, or visit their 
website at www.pvplc.org. 
 

Sun, Mar 14 
 
Harbor Park: A Focus on the 
Unseen  Madrona Marsh 
Preserve Nature Center hosts a 
presentation by Martin Byhower 
on the 231-acre Ken Malloy 
Harbor Regional Park located five 
miles southeast of Torrance.  The 
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located at 630 W. Fifth Street in 
downtown Los Angeles.  
 
The American Cetacean 
S o c i e t y / L o s  A n g e l e s  
Chapter’s Annual Floating 
Fiesta Join the Los Angeles 
Chapter of the American 
Cetacean Society on an exciting 
all day natural history trip 
aboard the Monte Carlo. The 
trip runs from 8 am to 5 pm, 
leaving from San Pedro to head 
toward Catalina Island and look 
for whales, dolphins, seals, sea 
lions, birds, and other marine 
life. The trip should coincide 
with the peak of the northbound 
migration of the Pacific  Gray 
whales. Experienced naturalists 
will be aboard to narrate. For 
more information call (562) 
437-4376, or visit their website 
at www.acs-la.org/. 

 

Sat, Mar 27 
 
Technology Day While 
technology moves forward, 
people must constantly strive 
for a balance between progress 
and preservation of the natural 
world. Focusing on remarkable 
advancements as well as some 
o f  the  cha l l enges  tha t 
manufacturers have overcome 
to address environmental 
concerns, the Aquarium of the 
Pacific will host their first 
Technology Day. Celebrating the 
improvements to the world, 
T e c h n o l o g y  D a y  w i l l  
demonstrate the tools that have 
enhanced lives at home and in 
recreational pursuits as well as 
understanding of oceans. For 
more information, call the 
Aquarium of the Pacific at (562) 
437-FISH, or visit their website  
at www.aquariumofpacific.org.   

The Aquarium is located at 100 
Aquarium Way in Long Beach. 

 
Sun, Apr 4 

 
Dive Deeper Explore all the 
dimensions of diving at this 
daylong event at the Aquarium 
of the Pacific. Learn all about 
the h istory and recent 
advancements in diving at their 
Third Annual Divers Day. 
Presenting a large range of 
dive-related organizations, the 
Aquarium will feature displays 
of both vintage and modern 
gear. Divers who present valid 
proof of certification with their 
photo I.D. will receive free 
admiss ion .   Fo r  more  
information, call the Aquarium 
at (562) 437-FISH, or visit their 
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w .
aquariumofpacific.org. 
 

Expansion of City’s Bike Patrols For Clean Air Program 
 

In February of 2004, six City of Los Angeles’ departments took delivery of a total of 100 bikes, ex-
panding the City’s successful bicycle patrols for community policing, parking en-
forcement, park ranger patrols, and security patrols. These bicycle patrols have 
directly improved air quality and reduced the vehicle miles traveled (VMT) associ-
ated with patrols by shifting officers from motor vehicles to bicycles to conduct 
their daily business. This round, the six departments receiving bikes were the Los 
Angeles Police Department, the Recreation and Parks Department, the Depart-
ment of Transportation, the Zoo Department, and, for the first time, the General 
Services Department (GSD) and the Fire Department (LAFD). The GSD will be establishing a bike pa-
trol division for their in house security and policing operations and the LAFD will be using their bikes in 
emergency medical technician operations. 
 
The Environmental Affairs Department (EAD) has provided leadership in the Bike Patrols for Clean Air 
Program by coordinating orders from various departments, identifying funding sources, and providing 
support and outreach for the bicycle patrols. The goals of the City’s Bike Patrols for Clean Air Program 
are to reduce motor vehicle emissions by using bicycles instead of cars for certain patrols, to lower 
maintenance costs by providing critical tools and equipment, and to improve community relations and 
employee morale through the use of bicycle patrol programs. Bicycles provide tremendous air quality 
and public  health benefits too. It is anticipated that the use of bicycles in patrol applications under the 
Bike Patrols for Clean Air Program will generate a reduction of over 1.5 million VMT per year for the 
500 bikes in service. Patrol applications include a substantial amount of low speed or stop and go driv-
ing, which are the most heavily polluting types of driving. Emission reductions are critical to enable 
the region to meet air quality attainment standards in 2010. In 2002, it was determined that the use 
of the 115 bikes purchased that year would reduce 1880 pounds of pollution per year.  
 
For more information regarding the City’s Bike Patrol program, visit http://www.lacity.org/EAD/
EADWeb-AQD/bikepatrols.htm.  
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Air Quality  
Calidad del aire 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(800) 288-7664 
 
Asbestos  
Asbestos 
Environmental Hygiene 
(626) 430-5440 
 
Bulky Item Pick-up  
Recogida de articulos grandes 
L.A. City Bureau of Sanitation 
(800) 773-2489 
 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 
Desembolso de materiales peligrosos 
L.A. County Dept. of Public Works 
(888) 253-2652  
L.A. City Bureau of Sanitation 
(800) 988-6942 
 
Housing and Building Complaints 
Las quejas del construccion y albergar 
Housing Code Enforcement 
(866) 557.7368 
 
Illegal Storm Drain Dumping 
Depositos en los drenajes de desagües 
Stormwater Management 
(800) 974-9794 

Indoor Air or Mold Concerns 
Aire interior ó preocupaciones de moho 
Environmental Hygiene 
(626) 430-5440 
 
Lead Poisoning  
Veneno del plomo 
National Lead Information Center 
(800) 424-5323 
 
Leaf Blowers 
Sopladores de hojas 
Leaf Blower Complaint Line 
(800) 996-2489 
              
Mosquitoes 
Infestaciónes de mosquitos 
L.A. West Mosquito Abatement 
(310) 915-7370 
 
Recycling  
Reciclaje 
City of L.A. Public Works Dept. 
(800) 773-2489 
 
Smoking Violations  
Infracciónes de fumar 
Office of the City Attorney 
(888) 333-0730 

 

 

 

HOTLINE CONNECTION 

The Environmental 
Information Center (EIC) 

serves as a referral source to 
the community. Our hotline 
connection offers a list of the 
most frequently requested 

numbers. If the number you 
need is not listed, please 
contact the EIC at (213) 

978-0888.  You can also visit 
our website at  

http://www.lacity.org/ead 
and click on Environmental 

Information Center. 
 

ONE CALL TO CITY HALL 
3-1-1 

Access to 1,500 City Services 
English y Español 

Also Toll Free (866) 452-2489  


